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NOMINATION OF GEN McCLELLAN

The reader will learn from the intelligence given
in another oolumn that the Chicago Convention,
reflecting, we dcttbt not, the vastly preponderant
sentiment of its constituents, and responding to
the wishes and expectations of multitudes among
the loyal citizens of the United States not formally
represented in that body, has plaoed before the
people in nomination for the next Presidency the
name of Msjor General Gkorge 6. MoClellan.
The expression of the popular preference for this

distinguished soldier has been so marked during
the last few months that the decision of the
Convention can be said to have done hardly
more than give organic shape and form to a senti¬
ment pervadiDg that great mass of the people in
the Loyal States who have beoome dissatisfied with
the conduct of the present Administration. And
where the indication of this sentiment has been
so universal, and its expression so spontaneous, it
would be easy to infer the presence of natural
causes adequato t) produce suoh results, for a pub-
lio sentiment so wide-spread and so genuine is never

the offspring of factitious influenoes. These na¬

tural oauses lie upon the surface, and constitute in
their mere recapitulation at once an explanation
and a defence of the decision which the Convention
has reached.
As a man, it is universally oonocded that Major

General MoClellan possesses in the highest degree
those qualities which inspire respect, canfidenoc,
and admiration. Uniting to purity and probity of
private oharaeter, as enjoined by the moral law,
the virtues and graces engrafted on that character
by the oode of the Christian faith, he presents
in his person the embodiment of a patriotism
Which takes its animating impulses not only from
a perception of what ie due to man, but from a

profound sense of responsibility to God. And in
this day of mutation and uncertainty, when so

many foundations of human hope have been de¬

stroyed, it is muoh, very muoh to know that the
man on whom we rely is a man who regulates Id's
ooaduct according to the principles and precepts
of Christianity, as received not merely in the un¬

derstanding, but as made the rule and guide of
his life.
And in every position in which Gen. MoClellan

has been placed it is safe to say that his suooessen,
and the successes of the cause which he represent¬
ed, have been in proportion to the degree in
whioh his advice was followed or rejected by
his civil or military superiors in the conduct of
the war. If this faot was for a time obscured from
the popular mind, which looks more to results
than to their oauses, it has been set in a clear light
by the subsequent progress of the war, in vindi¬
cating the military administration of Gen. MoClel¬
lan from the disparagement to whioh it was igno-
rantly subjected before men had bad the opportu¬
nity of oomparing it with that of his successors in
oommand. And not only has his practical sense

in the management of large armies in the field
been thus approved by the comparative judgment
of the people, but his penetrating insight into the
natnre and objects of the war, and therefore into the

principles on whioh it should be oonducted, has

proved him to possess a clear head as well as a

strong hand. These are qualities whioh the peo-
ple'know how to admire, and the value of whica
is seen to be as great in other fields of executive
administration as in the oonduot of armies in the
field and in the presence of a vigilant and power¬
ful enemy.

It need not bo disguised that Grn. MoClellan
owes, in some degree, the extent and the warmth of
the popular enthusiasm every where manifested in
his favor to thfe persecutions of which he has been
made the object, and to the unjust obloquy by
which he has been hunted alike in the field and siuee
his retirement from active command. The attacks
thus made upon him havo been so obviously the

offspring of official jealousies or partisan rivalries
that the people havo resented the injustice done
to him not only from that love of fair play which
is instinctive among them, but also booause they
have had the sagacity to perceive that this injus¬
tice to him was a wrong done to the national
cause. They know that MoClellan was not kept
in retirement for want of oapaoity when such
as have been trusted elsewhere were placed
in posts of honor and responsibility. ' And,
if they did not know it before, they know it only
too well now, in the hill view of what has been done

by men who, with all the help of the authorises in

Washington, have accomplished no more (barriog
the greater number of lives tjiey have sacrifiocd)
than he was able to accomplish while sometimes

finding those authorities almost as muoh a hindrance
as a help in his operations.

Whether, therefore, wo look to the elements of
Gen. McClellan's oharaeter or to the history of his

oonduot, we find in eaoh a guarantee of these quali¬
ties and traits whioh the poople most delight to

honor. Early signalised by his military comrades
and superiors as a man of mark in his profession,
and adding to the knowledge of an aooomplished
soldier the enlarged and liberal oulture derived
from studies of practical soienoe as well as of liter¬
ature, he would bring to tho Presidency the graces
whioh adorn that hi«h station as well as the strength
necessary to bear its burdens in this day of trial
and perplexity. Possessing a mind more remark¬
able for solidity than brilliancy, calm in his judg-1
ments, deliberate in his purpo es, but,, after delibe¬

ration, tenaoiuus of his resolves, he presents a

combination of intellectual qualities and mental
traits which, though rare in one so young, may be

justly held to derive fresh strength and beauty
from their union with the unspent vigor of early
manhood.

Suoh we suppose to be some of tho grounds on

whioh the oandidaey of Gen. MoClellan may be just¬
ly vindicated before the American people, and tho

spontaneous enthusiasm elicited by his name, as

well in tho walks of private life as in tho oamp of
the soldier, is a sufficient token of the earnestness
with whioh these motives of personal oonfidenoo
are oherished by multitudes of the people,

And if ibeae are the personal attribute whioh
deservedly command for Geo. MoClellan tho re¬

spect and ouufideooe of his countrymen, it is only
just to say that his politioal principles are tuoh as

ooinmend themselves to the cordial acceptance of
every lover aud supporter of the Union, bastd on
the Constitution and the laws made in pursuanoe
thereof. He stands to day as the representative
embtdimeot of those principles which, at one time
in the history of this sad war, enabled the nation
to present an undivided front against the revolu¬
tionary violence of armed sedition at the South
and the equally revolutionary exactions of politioal
radicalism at the North. If President Linooln
had possessed the requisite stoadfastness to pre¬
serve the oonsistenoy of his opinions.if he had not
yielded to a "pressure" from which he asked
others to relieve the oountry, without having the
strength of will to relieve himself from its growing
demands.he might to day have stood in the
same commanding attitude, and,%o standing, might
havo leaned on the support of a loyal and a united
people. But he has chosen to oomplioato his
position, aud therefore the fortunes of the Union,
bo far as they are suhjeot to his control, with poli¬
cies lying not only outside of the Constitution, but
conceived in palpable contradiction with its letter
and spirit, as that instrument is construed and
interpreted by many, we believe by a vast majority
of the loyal people of the United States. From
these embarrassments and complications Gen.
McClellan is' free, and the vantage ground whioh
thin consideration affords him is apparent to all,
and cannot but have its weight in determining the
preponderance of the popular judgment, as it shall
incline to the candidacy of the one or of the other,
aooording to their comparative opportunities and
capacities for dealing with the questions involved
in a restoration of the Union. The t ledges and
commitments whioh President Linooln has assumed
by his eztri-oonstitutional proclamations, and
whioh are re-affirmed by his late manifesto pre¬
scribing the terms of peace, render it impossible
for us to expect any thing like a pacification of our
troubles under his Administration, and the suocess
of his military conduot does not offer to the most

sanguine any better hope that he will suooeed in
exterminating the elements of dissatisfaction which
he is unable or unwilling to appease by concilia¬
tion. Our only hope of Union and peace, as also
of a return to the normal sway of the laws within
the Loyal States, is therefore reposed in a change
of men in tl e administration of the Government,
to be followed by a olauge of policy in the man¬

agement of our affairs, and, so thinking, we shall
not hesitate to give our cordial support to the
nomination of General McClellan.
We need not say that we shall in the future, as

in the past, observe towards those who differ from
as in opinion tbcj)same defereuoe and candor we
seek habitually to practise towards our political
opponents, but, having come to this determination
under the strongest convictions of public duty, we

would bescech all our fellow-oitizens, without dis¬
tinction of party, to appioaoh the consideration of
the question now presented for their decision under
a deep and abiding sense of what is due to them¬
selves, to their country, and to their God, in this
day of national tribulation and peril. And may
He who controls the hearts of the people so guide
them in the choice they shall make in the impend,
ing election that, casting out passion and preju¬
dice, they may choose for their chief ruler that
man who shall be owned and blcBsed of Hcaven>
as one sent in meroy rather than in wrath to our

suffering nation !

NOMINATION FOR THE VICE PRESIDENCY.

The choice of the Chicago Convention, as the
candidate presented by it for the Vice Presidency
of the United States, has fallen on the Hon.
Georox H. Pendleton, of Ohio.

This gentleman has been for many years a dis¬
tinguished member of the House of Representa¬
tives, having been first cleored to a seat in the
Thirty-fifth Congress, and ho has been continued,
by the confidence of his constituents, in that
branch of the public service down to the present
time.
Wc do not need to say for the information of our

readers that in all the discussions of the trying
period embraced within the last six or seven years
Mr. Pendleton has made himself felt as a man

not only of eloquence and of ability, but as one

remarkable for the oomprehonsive and philosophi¬
cal rcach of his views on all political questions,
which he never fails to consider in the light of the
principles they involve rather than in the aspects
suggested by temporary considerations of party
policy or advantage. It is for this reason that,
alike by the practical measures of legislation which
he has proposed and by the elevated grounds on

which ho bases tho defonoe of his opinions, he has
won for himself the rcspcot of politioal opponents
as well as tho admiration of politioal friends.

CIVIL GOVERNMENT IN ALEXANDRIA.

The Alnnndna " Stat* Journal" informs u* that tbo at¬
tempt, which waa made by mue of the residents of that
city, U» subvert the civil government and place the eity
exolua.vely in the hand* of the military ha* failed. The
petitions asking for the change intimated that the loya,
taxpayer* were oppresaed by the " re*tored Government
of Virginia," and aaked for relief by the interference of the
military pow*r. The understanding waa that the military
governor would take mattera into hit own handa, sanction
refntal by the people to pay any taxea to the civil authority
of the State, and thui ignore the State Government. The
motive of the aigners the Journals asaerta to have been
the mercenary one of aaving a few dollars of taxea, and it
conclude* it* review of thia aingolar movement by ahowing
how it haa ended, thua i

" The movement brooming known to President Lin¬
coln, he »ddre*sed a eommunioa i<>n at onoe to Gen.
Slough, notifying him that the military ahould nut interfere
with the civil power except where military necea*ity im¬

peratively demanded it; that the people were no judge*
where tbat fieeeasity ahould aiiae; that it waa ooi:)p>e-
tent (or the military commmder alone to determine that,
and that the aole responsibility would be upon bim. A*
there ia not even the pret*D<*e of military nece**ity in thia
caae.-aa the Btate Government i* heartily oo-operating
wub the General Government in auppre*aing the rrbellion.
the re*pi>naibility wa* a little too great fur any military
oommander to take npon hia ahouldera. So the whole
matter drop* to the ground."
The conrae puraned in Ihia caae ia different, we think,

from what, waa done in Norfolk a ahort time ago. At that
pluoe, we believe, the military commander submitted to a
direct vote of the people the qneation whether or not the
municipal government *honld be aboliatftd or appended ;
and, in accordance with a amall vote bo taken, the military
waa aubatitnted for the civil power.

The Turkiab cotton crop ia aaid to be mora than four
fold what it was last /ear.

WHENCE AND WHITHER 1

It is a trite observation that the actors in the
midst of great events rarely peuetrate the origin,
jH'roeive the complexion, or oomprehen^ the varie¬
ty of the influences which give to those events
their direction, quality, and soope. Those who
dwell in the heart of a great oomplioation feel too
acutely eaoh separate throb of its mighty beatings
to count with calmness and accuracy the rato of
its pulsations. (

When the heads of men are made
dizzy by the gigantic sweep and whirl of a great re¬
volution there are very few who mark and measure,
its elements with sufficient minuteness and conti¬
nuity to calculate from any given arc of its pro¬
gress the ourve through which it is moving. The
present Emperor of the Fienoh has boasted that
he " understands his epooh." It may be that he
is one of those who, by their sagacity or the eleva¬
tion of their views, can perceive more clearly than
their contemporaries the " logia of eventsbut it
is Bafe to say that no epoch fully understands itseif.
The passions of men are so implicated with the
movements whioh agitate society in a timo of revo¬

lutionary phrenzy that it is as impossible for
us,' under suoh oiroumstanoes, to profit by the les-
Bons of history as by the dissolving views whioh
pass before our eyes, sinoe both alike leave no per¬
manent traoe on minds preoocupied by the exoite-
incnts which give intensity and vehemence to the
current that is bearing us along.
Wo do not profess any more than others amoDg

our more enlightened contemporaries to understand,
the sweep of the eooentrio orbit through which
this nation is moving, after having, moro than
three years ago, "shot madly from its sphere."
It is not yet clear to our minds whether the path
we are describing has even the elements of a re¬

entering ourve, or whether it is an erratic flight
through spaoe, in whioh we have forever passed
beyond the reach of those " sweet influonoes" that
once bound our Pleiades in their choral harmpny.
But we think we do perceive enough of the ele¬
ments that mark our oourse to justify the infer¬
ence that the .'astrologers and monthly prognosti-
cators' who are looking for a speedy exit irom the
troubles whioh environ the land are men who h ve

no glimmering, much less a clear-sighted and phi¬
losophical perception of the situation in which we

are placed.
Many are anxiously inquiring (and it is a proper

subject of anxious inquiry) when will this war

cease? For there are many who ignorantly sup¬
pose t^at it is the iear whioh makes the disturb¬
ance in our political syst m. Looking merely
on the surface of events and living under the
pressure of evils whioh make themselves tdo
sensibly felt to admit of calm and scientific inquiry
into their origin, suoh persons nmtake the effect
for the cause, and in their f:>nd wishes transfer to
the contingent disappearance of the former all the
wistfftl hopes and expectations that can be justified
and fulfilled only by the disappearance of the latter.
The war is not the source of the woes which affliot
our body politic. It is but the hideous uloer whose
viiulenoe and wide-spreading infootion only serve

to mark the intensity and depth of the gan¬
grene which has infused itself through our politi¬
cal system, until, in the expressive diction of the
Scripturcs, " the whole head is sick and the whole
heart faint. From the sole of the fcot even unto
the head there is t*0 soundness in it, but wounds
and bruises and putrefying sores; they have not
been closed, neither bound up, neither mollified
with ointment."
We have no doubt there were good men of both

parties who, in the midst of the " Great Rebel¬
lion" whose record still lives in the psges of
Clarendon, were wont to cxolaim, "when will this
war cease 7" They supposed, in the imaginations
of their hearts, that the war was the revolution
through which they were passing, but in fact it
was only a phase and stage of the revolution. As
that mighty civil oommotion had gathered momen¬

tum and volume through long and weary years of
dissension in Church and State before it culmi¬
nated in armed conflicts between the supporters of
King and of Parliament, between Cavaliers and
Roundheads, between Churchmen and Puritans,
.o it was not until after the lapse of well-nigh fifty
years from the date of tho first battle which
marked the transition point of the strifo as it
passed from words to blows, that the oscillations
of tho movement were oomposcd by the acces¬

sion of William and Mary to the British
throne in the year 1688. The war between Charles
J. and his revolted subjects oame to an end, as all
wars must come to an end, and only the more

speedily bocause they are wsged with spasms of
violence. But tho wsr between Charles and his
subjects was not the revolution. The British nation
finally rested frojn the agitations of that convulsion
neither under the iron rule of Cromwell nor under
the effeminate sceptre of Charles II, nor yet under
the ambiguous sway of James il. The peftod of
tho Protectorate was a re-aotion against the tenden-
oieH whioh had long been gathering head during prc-
oeding reigns before thoy broke out in war during
the feign of Charles I The period of the Resto¬
ration under Charles 1J. and James II. was a re¬
action against the violcnoe done to the traditions
and instinots of (he British pcoplo by tho men who
presumptuously flew in tho f'aoo of both. All was
ebb and flow in ths tidal movements of this event¬
ful epoob in English history until the waters found
a level in 1688.
And so, in the days when the French revolution

of 1789 was enaoting its horrors in Paris and
throughout France, we dare say there were many
patriots who, failing to appreciate the nature or

magnitude of the orisis, oried in an agony from the
depths of their despair," when will this war oease ?"
But tho war whioh erected the guillotine in Paris
and ravaged the fields of La Vendue, and which
finally spread its flames over the face of Kurope,
was not the trench revolvtion, for that revolution has
not yet oompleted its oyole. The present Kmperor
of the Frenoh is as lineally the offspring of that
revolution as was the Direotory, or the Consulate,
or the first Kmperor, or the Restoration of the Bour-
b >ns in 1814, or the aoocMion of Louis Phillipe in
1880, or the Republio in 1848. As thero arc
wheels within wheels so there are revolutions within
revolutions, and the great revolution of 1789 in
Franco contained all these revolutions within its
bosom, and who shall say that we have seen tho
last of ita monster births f What politioal astron-

om#r baa yet calculated the elementa of that oomet
whose flaming path in the heavens.onoe lixed the
gaze of Europe, and still " with fcar of ohange
perplexes monarchs?"
The reader haa already made for himself the ap¬

plication of the lessons taught by these great his¬
toric events for the instruction of our own times.
We are living in the very centre of a gigantic
insurreetion. Whether we had the well-heads of
this confliot in differences of political opinion, in
antagonisms of eoonomioal interest, or in contra¬
rieties of civilization engendered by distinot social
systems, certain it is that the origin of our oon-
fliot dates almost as far back in the history of this
nation as the comparatively short period of ita
existenoe will permit. Is it about slavery that we
are fighting? ^hen the origin of the oontest
plants its roots in the foundations of the Republio,
for it was in differences on this subject that the
compromises of the Constitution were formed with
the most difficulty, as they have ever since fur¬
nished the sharpest points of oontaot between the
Slaveholding and Non-slaveholding States. Is it
* question of constitutional relations between the
States and the National Government which has
put arms in the hands of angered and contending
seotions ? Then the war takes its origin and mo¬
tive from political differences contemporaneous with
the birth of the Constitution, for the heresy of
secession is but the natural produot of the State-
rights doctrinc as it came in the end to be distorted
in the hands of its peculiar patrons. The terrible
war which is shaking our continent is not a thing
of yostcrday. " Far off its oomiog shone." And
the tear is nol itself the revolution through which
this jteople is passing. It is but a symptom of
the fever which has been long raging in our sys¬
tem, and which no blood-letting has yet availed to
rcduce.

As in all gre»t historic movements of this kind,
there has been in the past no revolution stirring
society to its lowest depths and yet marching with
steady and equal steps to a predestined conclu¬
sion.as there have been ebbs and flows, eddies
and regurgitations, marking the tidal movements
of the coufliot not only in the phases it has assum¬
ed from day to day, but in the stages through
which it has passed from the period of its rise to its
final deoline, so we have no reason to suppose that
our great civil cataclysm will form any exception to
the general rule. Just as wdl could Falkland foresee
on the morning of the day in 1643 when he fell iu
the battle of Newbury the mutations through which
England would pass before she found piace uoder
William and Mary in the revolution of 1688, as we

can predict the intervals lyiug between the begin¬
ning and the end of this Titanic revolt. There are

those who descry the end of the revolt only in
tcar.more war for three years to oome than we

h»ve had for the three years just p:ssed, as though
this were a physical possibility. There »re those
who descry the end of the revolt only in peaa*, as

though a mere cessation of hostilities would bring
with it the old fraternal feeling which was soured
by generations of political dissensions before it was
curdled under tho'exasperations of war. The zea¬

lots who talk of the military " subjugation" and
u extermination" of the Southern people know not!
the meaning of the words they use And the op¬
timists who, in their visions of "peace," expect
that we shall wake up some bright morning and
find that we have shaken off our consuming sorrow

like a hideous dream of the night, arc equally shal¬
low iu their fancier and fond in their hopes. The
nation* that bceomes a prey to physical forees as

huge and political passions as towering as those
which now impel the American people is a nation
which ia some measure has parted with an assured
control over its own destiny.
We canpot be sure what fate awaits us to-mor¬

row, or in the next year, much less in the next
decade. It is vastly easier to reeount the impossi¬
bilities than the possibilities of our situation, if
men have regard to a logical solution of our con¬

flict, as seen from the on* side or the other of the
dividing line which parts the belligerents. The
logical result of the war, as viewed from't he
North side of this line, oan bo reached only when
the processes of "confiscation," "subjugation,"
and " extermination" shall have eradicated all the
means and kgmts of armed resistance at the South-
Is this possible ? The logioal results of the war, as

viewed from the South side of that line, oan be
reached only when secession shall be admitted as

a political right, and disunion be accepted as a phy¬
sical necessity. Are these results posaiblo ? Is
It not evident that the " logic of events" must

modify on both sides the passions which oommit
us to endless war? For is not endless war as im¬
possible as it is unendurable ? Fow peace sill
oome no man oan prodiot, but it will come, because
it must oome in the nature of things. WKen it
will oome no man oan prediot, for who can tell
what a day will bring forth when the thoughts of
men have left their old channels ? Who has so

calculated the element* of our great sooial and po¬
litical agitation that he can fix the points at which
the nation will pause or find permanent rest from
the turmoil of our troublous times 9

As the first condition of all right knowledge is
to know the limitations of our faculties, so the first
ooudition of all right aotion is to know the impos¬
sibilities of our situation. When these are elcarly
pe ceived and generally acknowledged, the " pos¬
sibilities"' of our position will, under the provi¬
dence of God, be revealed to us according to
times whioh no mere human foresight oan appoint
and in ways whioh no mere humau wisdom oan

ordain. As soon as this people is as ready to fol¬
low the leadings of Providence as it has been to

attempt the unequal task of coercing Providenoe
in the lino of its owa predetermined wishes, we

may expect to sec the path of duty opening before
us into the path of safety. By what devious steps
we shall find this path, if we aro evor to find it at

all, or through what valleys of humiliation wo may
have to pass beforo it shall be reaohed, if rcaohed
at all, aro issues of the undeveloped future, known
only to Llim who appoints " tho bounds of our

habitation." Aidi toi, U del t'aidra-.." holj
yourself, and heaven will help you".is a maxin
that should prompt to all human activity in th
path of Heaven's'pointing, for the maxim will b
realized in our experience only as wo aooept anoth*
which tcaches that " man stirs himself, but it 1
God who leads him".I'homme s'ayite, matt Ditm
U mine.

1H£ IL8MJMTB OF THE CONTEST.
Ihe thoughtful reader haa been able to infer,

torn the teuor of the observations wo offered on

aturday last with respect to tho origin and oausos
01 the present deplorable war, that its outbreak,
however precipitated by violence on one side or by
menuoeA on the other, wait sooner or later inevi.
ta e. We know it is oominon to jay that the war

might have been avoided if the leaders of the
party winch accede to the control of the Govern-
rnent under President Lincoln had shown a pro¬
per spirit of oonoession, whioh is muoh the same
as to say that the waf might have been avoided
if the leaders of that party had been angels and
not men. In considering the historic probabilities
of the question, we are bound to estimate the
forcea whioh impelled each of the contending sec¬

tions in a given line of direction until they both
ius< nsibly drifted into a war, without knowing
at all the strength of the motives under which they
were acting. The intensity and volume of the po¬
litical and moral forces colliding in this great
shock have been revealed to ourselves only by the
magnitude ol the conoussion whioh has shaken
aooiety to its lowest base.
We are quite well aware that no comprehensive

view of this kind can relieve from the just weight
of the responsibility whioh they inourred the men
who, on the one side or the other, sought rather
to invite than to avert this catastrophe. There is
a '* needs be" that offences come, but woe to tVe
man by whom tho offonocs come. Tho philosophic
oal historian, however, who shall analyze in their
ultimate cause) and impelling motives the events
that are now passing before our eyes will be able
to peroeive in them the result of deep-rooted and
wide-spread antipathies, involving whole classes of
men, rather than tho offspring of personal machi¬
nations or individual ambition. Personal machi¬
nations and individual ambition have not indeed
been wanting on the one side or tho other of the
dividing line, but the far-impending issue has
shown itself to be stronger than all theso by the
gigantic sweep it has taken beyond the soope
which entered into the schemes and calculations
of the men who supposed they were controlling its
movements, but who have lived only to see them¬
selves made tho sport of the forces they had evoked.

" He who of old would rend Ihe oak
Dreaui'd not of the rebound."

And so they who undertook to rend this Union
were little aware of the wrathful forces which they
would uncbain by that rash aot. But these force?
now make their presence every where felt, and
they show thomselves to be stronger than the men
whom they impel, for they every where drive men

headlong according to the gusts of passion rather
than the persuasions of reason.

We have cau«e to believe that the inexorable
"logic of events' has taught some useful but
bitter lessons to anti-slavery zealots at the North,
and to that class at the South who for jears
had been the propagandists of disunion. Golden
dreams have been dispelled. The spirit of pride
aud predominance whioh so long ruled in the hearts
of many Southern politicians, causing them to

aueur not only the easy maintenance of Southern
independence, but the easy conquest of the " un-

military North," has been east out. In the outset
of the war the Federal Government was aesailed
not only in the property of the nation lying within
the Seceded States, but its security in tho National
Capital was menaced; and it is safe to say that it
would have been expelled from this capital by
armed violence if it had not placed itself in an at¬
titude of resistance. The foroes whioh joined us

in this gigantic struggle were destined to impinge
at some point,.and when they came into collision
in the year 1861 they speedily served to show by
their violence that they were not of a nature to be
harmlessly averted or speedily allayed.

HON. BtNJAMIN K. CUliTlS.

When we passed in brief review a few days ago
tho names of ocrtain distinguished gentlemen,
prominently brought before the oountry witi re-

ference to the impending Convention at Chicago,
wo stated that it was our purpose to restrict our¬

selves to names which it was within our knowledge
had been publicly or privately canvassed for the
honor of a nomination by that body. If, under
the restriction thus prescribed to ourselves, we

had been free to suggest the name of another emi¬
nent citizen, who, so far au wo are aw*re, has not
been publicly designated as a candidate for the
Presidency, but who, by tho dignity and weight
of his character, would impart moro honor to that
high office than he could reoei/e from it, we might
have easily found such a name in the person of
another distinguished son of Massachusetts be*
sides the one we were oalled to mention. We
allude to the Hon. Benjamin R. Curtis,
formerly an Associate Juatico of the Supreme
Court of the United States, but now pursuing his

profession at tho bar Giving his days and his
nights to the exacting career of thf law, Judge
Curtia is noi one of those who would be likely to
attract the attention or conciliate tho favor of
mcro political managers, but if the highest office in
the people's gift were marked " to be given to the
most worthy," there aro few men in the oountry
who would deserve to enter tho lists with him in a

competition whero merit alone was to docide the
award that should bo made. It adds to his de¬
serving that l e has shown by his pen, in the
times through whioh we arc passing, that ho " under¬
stands his epooh," and oan givo good counsel to

the people in this day of perplexity and trial, when
the rule* and processes of law are in danger from
the assumptions of " Executivo power."

EMPLOYMENT OF SLAVES.
The Secretary of War has ordered that nil slaves wbo

*r-> brought to the cwwl recruiting renrfegvons in the
<evernl alave States and fnnnd phyaie%lly riirqualifted fnr
'nihtnry a^rvice, and who do not d>-aire to return t<> th-ir
nuateri bat aeek military protection, shall aot be rejected,
int en luted and muat-rrd into the United Htatea aervice
vith a view to transfer to the Quartermaster's Depart-
nent. Quartermaatera are alao ordered not to forward
he ra*n nntil they are properly transferred by order of the
War Department.York Tr>l>*nr I

Montgomery papera of a week ago aay that tbe railroad
rom that city to At'anta, deatrnyrd by Gen. RouMeau. ean-

tot possibly be put in working order before tbe lat of
September. There it difficulty in getting iron, which at

iaat reports waa held at two hundred and fifty dollars per
too ; also difficulty in getting laborers.

THE PRESIDENT'S MANIFESTO
From the 'New York Tine*.

The National lutelligenoer persists in maintaining thai
President Einooln stands pledged, Dot ouly by the letter
" * wbolu " oouoeru," but also by hi. emancipation
proclamation, not to revive or consider any proportion for
peace with the rebels which doea u. t ernbrao- the abaa-
donmeut of slavery as well a* the resturatiou of ihe Union.
It bold* that be la bound to proaecute the war (or the abo
lition of slavery, even after ita proaecutioa ceases to be
necessary for the restoration of Ihe Union. We have al¬
ready wiven our reasons for not concurring iu thia opinion.
We do uot believe tbat Mr. Lincoln ia ao pledged hy bis
antecedent or by his declarations.nor do we believe that
ma practical conduct of the Goverumeut will be guided bv
.uch a theory If Jeflerson Davis should offer, on behalf
ol tut* men in arma under biin against the Union, to return
o his allegiance to the Constitution and Government of

. he United Htat**,we believe that President Lincoln would
then upon atop the war. We do not believe that he would
continue, it lor an hour longer, for the abolition of slavery
.r for any other purp. se. The Union saved, all other
questions at issue would b* at once remanded to ihe deci-
. ion of the proper tribunals.aud, it desired by the proper
authorities the Conatitntlou itaelf would be submit.ed to
the revision of a Convention.

'i he Iuteiligencer labors with unwonted seal to demon¬
strate that the President cannot, with consistency or with
honor, pursue the policy we thus expect at bi« banIs it
appeals not only to his declarations on th> subject but to
the hopea and pr-judicea nt his radical auf p.»rten to ex.-inda
hiiu from the pos ibility of such action Its earnestues,
iu this matter aavora much mom ol the warmth oi a parti-
-an who apprehends evil to h a pirty cause or caudhiate
Irom the patriotic action of au opponent than of one zeal¬
ous for the safety of the nation, and eager to have it
e»n ed by a wise and patriotic p .licy on the part of ita

nieri.
w e do not intend to follow the Intelligencer in the de¬

tails of its argument It quotes from the President's proo
lamntii u the declaration t-iat the slaves in rebel s.tnei oa
the 1st of January, 18ti3, shall be thenoef. rward fr.e
*nd that the " Executive G-veiument,.including the mils
tn7 and iihTiil authority thereof, wili recoguise and inna.
Um their freedom." It q t also bis subsequent d cla-
rat'on that while he remauia in fflue he will "not *tt>*inut
to retract or modify the enunciation proclamation." and
that to abandon the slaves freed un ier it would be
" cruel and astounding breach of faith." And it declares
.hat these pledges Compel him uot to accept any peace
whir.h embiaces less than tb« freedom of all the slaves
covered by tne emancipation cd ct. We do n .t c .nour in
hat interpretation of these declarations In our judgment
t Kivei them a fur wider scope than was ever intended tor
them by their author.

In the first ptaoe, the emancipation proclamation
issued as a means to an end It,was designed to b<
weapon of war.a "lever of pow-r," as th.; Pr-sid' nt
styled it in bis last message to Congress Ic wa. i-^ued
.ccording to its own terms.not as drfi.iu^ the object of
the war, or fixing any new aim which must he r.-a< h d
t>el.re the war coul 1 end.but " as a fit and necessary war
measure for suppressing the rebellionhlJd it wa» deem d
. warranted by the constitution" only .« tt8 *

^e sity. It would seem to be<v dent that a deoree is-u^d
for the purpose of aeouriug a certain end would, the mo¬
ment thai end was reached, cease to ha^e any other pr-.c-
tioal vigi r aud effect tbau such as might have h*eu giveu
t > it while it w a operative in its proper character. If it
lid frro cerUio alave^ while aiuiiutf to euppre*« the rebel-
Hon, those slaves would doubtless be freo after the rebsf-
ton should be closed. But thai it must continue t<, be
enforced by arms, alter the end for which it was issued
had beeu secured, iu order to accomplish pracrically the
freedom ol all the slaves, seems to us pr p st rous \Ve
see nothing in any language Prc ident Lincoln br.« ev-y
used to warrant us iu believing that he so regards it On
the contrary every thing he has said on ihe snMect go-s
to show that the proclamation was regarded b. him a*

purely a military measure.a means of accmpli-h na a
mil ta-y end. and justifiable only on the ground of mmUry
i-ece.sny. In h s la<t annual message be s»y-; .. Acc rd.
log to < ur poiitioal system, aa a matter of oiv.l ndmiuistra.
turn, the Uovernmtnt bat no luwlul power fo eff ct emau-
cipatiou in any State, and for a long time .t had >'ee hoped
bat the rehtllwn could be *uppr,ss<d wt hou' retorting to
U os a mililury measure " Before the necessity f.,r -u h
* measure, in order to suppress the reb.-ll o.i, aro-e, it waa
not compt teut for the GoVerr ment to adopt it. When that
necessity cea-es.the rebellion beitg suppressed it wou d
s em to be,evident that tne m> a^uiemuBt lose all p actieai
foice aud cffect. We mine au ene:u>'s w< rk« t«f capture
Uiem; it would be idle aud absurd to oontmue the mine
af'er ttie works should be surrendered.
We do not see what the Intelligencer or the coun'rv hjo.

to gain by throwing doubt upon President Line- ,i v, mi.i.

tjon Oj this sobject. If it should sucoeed Vn c wivmcinir
tho people that he means to continue the #.r _. r/
;rU,...i. ,urll-d.1,d ite Uuioo .»«i fOT "e ,!"pOfforcmg ihe abandonment Of slavery, it would only p«ralj.6e Government by destroying the publico, fi fence e,i .!
d'taff ehif.k Tl'°r! ^UCh a c"DTiction W"U'J impede the
dtafr, cbeok yolimteenrig, eic te gereral discontent, and
most seriously imperil the Union cause. We caa un ter-
-tand why hot hesded, selfish, party tealots pursue this
ccu.se, reckless of ihese results ; but we should hive ex
pecte< to find the lntellu^Boer suHM-tbing the t ath of
pa'riotio duty for ibe Pres de-.t ip these day. .f perplex ? v
ao i peril, ra'her thsn hedging him about with fr. sh «n

barrassmeut* and complic»tiona We brieve him t, hI
pfrn-ctly free from all commitments and obligations that
conflict with the supreme duty of sav rig the 'Ji.i .n .f
waging the war with all possible vigor to cmsti the reb-l
liou, and of atopping the war juat s- so,,,, as ttat result ha.'
b-en attained, in our judgment, ha is perfec ly tree not
only to " receive and c ;ns.der '

any proposition of p^acethat embraces the integrity of the Union and the cessation
of the rebellion but be is aliu pe,feCtly free to make a
I. rmnl proff r of peace npon that a.lo e -n fition whenever
he m.y thick it would bo conducive to the public good.
A id we trust that, if sny occasion should arrive when
such h prospect ..r poseib.lity of p«lCe t hn>l come befoe
him from aoy quarter, the Inteliigene-r at least wi 1 u..t
.eek to drive bim from ita cnai jeration by a psnde of
plages and commitments strained beyoud their protwr
.oope.

r

From the Pittsburg (Pa.) Gairtte.
There is a strong desire iu New York, whe fe money

rules, for peace at almost any price and on almost any
terms. The Tribune ani Times represent the better part
of tffn Wall atreet intereat in this regard, and the World
and J. urnal of Commerce the groaaer part. In the com
merciai ci-mres tbe same feeling prevails, and pmbablv in
much the same way; but Walt atreet ia always more de¬
monstrative than any other locality, and tbe f-elian ot the
ui'-ney interest of the country generally fiids expression
there The pressure from this source upon ib« Adm t.is
traton has b«»en very strong; and ever amoe Mr Gieeley
became a tort of ambassador st Niag.ra the WnJi a:re.«t
intereat has not been alow in taking advanrag* of hia will,
mirn-,,, to bring about a peaco without u. abolition of
slavery.
a« this subject it thus fairly up for discussion, we wi'l

not be slow iu putting our opinions forward. We, too,
are lor peace, but we are for a las til g peic *, and n »t for
any hollow truce that may br ng us for the pres-nt the
semblance of a peace, yet will be at beat but a temporary
am theriug of the fires of discord, leaving them 11 birst
out again with increased fury We are for tbe Uni n, too
and f. r ti restoration, but upoo such terms as will secure
it rgiinst future attempts at rapturing it

i here can be no Latu g peace and no perman-ot Union
no long as slavery is allow, d to exist within our bounds,
it ii an olemant of couataut discord and strife, auJ it w II
either rule or ruin. We bave seen enough of its rule, and
we are now seeing its eff rts at ruin If we do not crush
it now, it will cease its eff rts at ruin o .ly by being re¬
stored to rule Nhall we, after sacrificing thi lives of over
two bun I red thousand brave men, and ioourring a debt of
two th usaml millions, g-j back to tbe oli condition of
things and |.-ave a similar centest for some future genera-
ro>n 1 Then has all this blood aod treasure be^n sp,.ut for
naught.
Kis very easy to assume that "slavery is ab*..l,.t*'»

gone," but it it not true TIij Fremmt Ooafenthi i at
Cleveland stultified itself by adopting *s a faet thai wh cb
every day's hist ,ry proves to be a tha slavery is dead
Slavery is lift dead, nor is it absolutely Kone. It d ^ not
appear to be even going U U at this hntfr the life and
soul of the rebelltou and only when the latter ia thorouifh-
ly crushed will the former die. If any peaoe is cone ud. d
wbich .s not baa -d upon the thorough abolition of slavery,
it will be found, therefore, that it is alive and s a id, able
to coutrol Judgec, o?emwe Preiidento. d<»iui t*r Con-

and rule the oouutry Hg thitt it if hardly w rth
while to plead for peaoe wi hout abolition upon the plea
that slavery is absolutely gone

It is eq ally vain to ask us to leave tbe q iest on of
slavery to ihe courts We are unwilling to truit any ques¬
tion in which human freedom is concerned to the .^u^reuiA
Court as at present constituted. If we are goiriti to in ike
peace let us ui~ke it upon terms too plain fc> neu<l j d cial
construction We all know what we mean ; let us t iere-

'ore s.ty plaiuly what we uieau If we mean t » restore

slavery, let ui aa> so; and if we mean to aboli-h it let us

«ty it, and say it iu unmistakable terms If 1 berry ia to be
cheated, let her be cheated openly, and not by dodging
i« hind th.- courts
1 he Presideat has issued his proclamation declaring the

slaves free ; let him stand by it if he wants tb-> people to
tmd by him. Congre-a has endo.aed and legal i*l that
r elamation, let us have no backing out from it Att«r
hree yeara of war, with al! its bitter lesaona and sad exps-
lences, it is too late to tell us that we roust not insist iip .n
he vantage ground we fave gained, «hail we tell the
vld ws and orphans aod mourners which tht war haa
made, that after all we have aol h en fighting for freedom,

fi«htlD« for nothing T Other*
may do as they like, hot no atep shall be taken backward
with our oonaeat.
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